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ABSTRACT

Preliminary Excavation Report of
Pyongchang-ri, Yongin City, Kyunggee
Province, Korea

Kyunggee Provincial Museum

and

Department of Archaeology & Art History
Seoul National University

The Pyongchang-ri site, situated in the central region of the Korean
Peninsula, has produced many Upper Paleolithic artifacts, The site
was test excavated before construction by Samsung Co. was
initiated. Pyongchang—ﬁ is located in a flat basin surrounded by
several low mountains. The stratigraphy may be divided into four
main layers, from bottom to the top: granite cobble/sand (GCS);
reddish brown silt (RDS); yellowish brown silt (YBS); and top soil.

The vast majority of the lithics were discovered within the
RDS layer, with similar artifacts being recovered during field
surveying of the site and nearby area. The representative artifacts
include: microblades, knife, projectile points, scrapers, blades, burins,
and heavy duty tools (e.g. choppers and a hammerstone). The raw
material of these artifacts consists predominantly of quartz (about
99.9%). It is the first evidence that highly advanced flaking
technology with such a relatively crude raw material as quartz, was
identified in the Korean Peninsula.



The interesting point about the Pyongchang-ri site is that
most of the artifacts were made from high~quality quartz, which
suggests that the hominids were able to distinguish between the two
types(high—-quality and low-quality) of quartz raw material. In
addition, the high—quality quartz is not considered indigeneous to the
area; indicating that it was brought in by the hominids for the sole
purpose of producing high-quality stone tools. The combination of
high-quality flaking technology, the variation in artifacts, and the
use of exotic raw material for flintknapping at one site in the
Korean Peninsula has yet to be discovered. Pyonghchang-ri is the
first such site to be reported.

Future excavations are critical and will be carried out to get
a better understanding of the palecenvironment of the region, the
hominids cultural level (i.e. technological capacity), and dating. The
last point is important because dating of many Paleolithic sites in
the Korean Peninsula have been seriously problematical. Accordingly,
some radiometric and tephrachronoclogical dating samples will be
analyzed.
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