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Holding an Exhibition

As this year marks ‘1,000 Years of the Name of Gyeonggi” and "1,100 Years of the Foundation of Goryeo
Drynasty’, the Gyeonggi Provincial Museum exhibits specially celebrating it entitled Gorpeodogyeong - A
Visit to Corea by o Chinese Emvoy 900 Years Age.

Goryeadagyeany was 3 book written In 1123 by Seo Geung, 8 Chinese envoy of Song Dynasty, whao
visited Goryeo and detailed the life of the capital of Goryeo. Through the book, he introduced the various
customs of Goryeo and the artifacts and expressed them as a civilized and polite country”

When Sen Geung visited Gorveo in the 12th century, this country was s period of 'crisis and prosperity!
The international situation in East Asia was based on the superiority of power in Song Dynasty and
Goryeo, Northern Khitan and Jurchen were competing or united depending on each other. Despite
external difficulties, Goryeo has continsously developed the original culture by accepting the advanced
cultural goods through active foreign trade and by selecting skilled artisans.

Imternally, the aristocratic culture of Goryeo reached its peak with various systems being reorganized and
cconomic power increasing. The cultural heritage of the Goryeo Diynasty, which has been consistently
produced since the early Gorveo period, such as “Tripitaka Koreana(printing woodblocks of Buddhists
texts), ‘Buddhist Drawings, ‘Celadons, and “Metalwork' were already in its production. At the beginning
nl'pjmhdinn.{;}wnw Province was at the center.

The exhibition collected abouwt 200 artifacts related to the contents mentioned in Goryeodagyeong. The
exhibition centered on cultural properties that developed during the post-war period inclhuding the relics
of the first half of the 12th century, Not everyvone is representative of Korea, but it will not be enough to
feel the essence of Gorveo culture, We also introduced the collection of Gyeonggi Provincial Museum
which was not open 1o the public as much as possible.

Through this exhibition, we can feel how Chinese people view and evaluate Goryeo and how the calture
of Goryeo was able to embrace and fuse with diverse ideas and cultures, thus making us proud.

Wea ﬂnmﬂ':.r appreciate the varioug organizations and the pv:uplr. concerned who mﬂpr.l'.ll!d. with the
exhibits amd materials for the falr exhiblion,

0187
Gryeonggi Provincial Museum Director Park Hee Joo
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The Capital Gaegyeong . e J

In Gpr.?ramdn”mng. the cuntrnln‘#ll_allfdll.n the capital
_ {}#_rﬂpﬁ[:gﬁﬁ'rr?-:ﬂm}mkﬁd of a castle town{Volume 3), a
@ |, palace i_.u_q"!-"nlun_i; 41, a palace 1, 2(Vidumé 5, 6), government
department{Volume 16), a house containing ancestral
gods(Valwme 17 ¢ envoy's procession(Volume 24), a -
- : protocol ﬁ?ﬁ:ﬁﬁ;ﬁnm 25}, a banfjuet u‘:r:mxmﬂ\’nllu_mc;
i 26, and’officlal residence(Volume 27) etc. bl
Irmpinly covered the structure of Gaegyeong and the palace,
the surrounding government offices, temples, and official
events held in the palace in detail. Se0 Geung was kept under
strict surveillance by the Goryeo Dynasty for about a month
at Suncheonggwan, a remote palace in the Goryeo Dynasty,

=

and had to explain in detail what he saw. Meanwhile, the
Manwaoldae, the royal palace of Goryeo, was jointly excavated
from 2007 1o 2015, revealing the entire picture of the center of
the capital,
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The Customs of the Goryeo people

Unlike other ethnic groups, Seo Geung viewed the Goryeo
society as a well-coordinated society of mind and material
culture, As he said, the vessels and costumes were of excellent
quality and Buddhist culture flourished to realize the originality
of Goryeo culture, Since the early Goryeo Diynasty, advanced
technulogies from various countries have been introduced,
enabling them to develop with long efforts, This is a unique
openness and dynamism of Goryeo society that can be
eviluated as a result of the harmony between native style and
Chinese style. Seo Geung thought that the customs and culture
of Goryeo had been enfightened by the introduction of the
Chinese system. However, this stems from the difference in
the Chinese cultures superiority and the view of other cultures
based on their own culture.
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